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THE .\',.E WS THIS MOERNING.

Foreign.—It is shid that Brazil and the Argen-
tine will negotiate with Germany, Austria, Ttaly.
England and Belgium for treaties of commerce.
=—— The Governor of the State 61 Sao Paulo,
Brazil, yielding to the popular demand, has re-
signed his office. =—— An unsuceessful attempt
to obtain mopey from & Berlin banker was made
by a man who imitated the method followed by
Russell Sage's assailant, === Mr. Gladstone left
London for Biarritz. John Dillon was in-
jured at Ennis in & conflict betwern Parnpellites
and MoCarthyites.

Domestic.—The arrangements for reciprocity
with Jamaica were concluded} resulting in large
concessions to the United States. The
Onondaga disputed election cases were argued in
the Court of Appeals. =—— Judge Fursman, at
Troy, granted an order restraining the Dutchess
County Clerk from forwarding the returns for
Benator to Albany, ——— A collision occurred on
the New-York Central wear Fishkill, in which
a fireman was killed and an enfineer wounded.

—— The annual dinper of the Massachusetts
Board of Trade was held in Boston. ——— Four
cities in Massachusetts elected municipul oflicers.

City and Suburban.—The head of the bomb-
thrower wus identitied by the parents of Henry
L. Norcross, of Boston, as that of their son, =——
An old man's body was found at a window where
it had been for two days in full view from the
elevated railroad. === Edward M. Field was in-
dieted and sent to the Ludlow Street Jail.
The annual dinper of the Columbia College Alumni
Association of New-York was held. =——= A"Woman
was murdered in Brooklyn and her child fatally
injured by robbers. —— The annual dinner of
the New-York Alumni of the Massachusetts Agricul-
tural College toock place. Stocks quiet and
irregular, strong in the early dealings and after-
warfl drooping. The final variations were divided
between Lains and losses.

The Weather.—Forecast for to-day: Foggy and
cloudy, possibly with a shower, followed by
clearing; warmer, but growing colder in the
night, Temperature yesterday: Highest] 53 de-
‘grees; lowest, 40; average, 47 1.9,

The gratifving assurance is given in our Wash-
ington dispatches that Reciprocity with Jamaica
will soon be an accomplished faet, This will
complete our series of treaties with the British
sugar-producing colonies in the West Indies.
The negotiations which have led to these happy
results have heen conducted with great skill, and
the suecess which has attended them is'a triamph
for the Ilarrison Administration involving vast
benafit to American commerce.

- s

The New-York bombh-thrower has found an
imitator in Berlin who has evidently studied with
care the recent occurrence in Mr. Sage's office.
His conduet up to a certain point was almost
precisely the same as that of the man now
identified as Norcgms., but his courage failed
him at the last moment, and there was no ex-
plosion, although explosives were found in his
possession after his arvest, The conduet of the
ywo men was strikingly similar, and there can
be no doubt that the second case was patterned
aftar the first. .

——
The work of stirring up public opinion in re-
gard to the World's Fair ix going forward brisk-
ly. All the prospects indicate that the dinner
which is to take place next week will be a brill-
" jant success. Tho merchants’ weeting on Mon-
day was so earnest and the drygoods men dis-
_played so much interest that a decided impulse
fo the Fair movement was given. 'T'he action
then taken has been supplemented by a circular
jssued By the secretary of the meeting to the
press of the State, calling upon them to urge
the passage by the Legislature of the bill ap-
-propriating half & million dollars to enable New-
York to make a suitable exhibit. We hope to
see & gencral response to this appeal.
o
he sweel sincerity of the recent address to
the people of the State by the Democratic State
Committee, setting forth its wigent wish tha the
* dsputed election cases might be speedily settled
in the courts, was abundantly illustrated yester-
dag’ when. an application was made lo Judge

which the Governor has shown in all these pro-
coodings, and evidently feels in mo danger of
suffering the fata of his predecessor. An appli-
cation will be made in Brooklyn to-day to have
Judge Fursman's order vacated.
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“ LAISSEZ FAIRE”

As a rule, Tue TripvNE finds the English
langnage sufficient for conveying its views and
expressing its opinions, but the French phrase
“laissez faire” expresses so clearly the indiffer-
ence with which the public regards the presont
political situation in this State, and its signifi-
cance is so generally understood, that no excuse
is needed for its use. The relation of the gentle-
man who is now exerciking the functions of Chief
Executive of this State and holding in abeyance
the other important office of United States Sen-
ator to ourrent politics i so unusual, so anoma-
lous, that one would suppose it might excite
extansive comment. We cannot recall an in-
stance in our political history where one man
has s» undisguisedly and with such absolute as-
sutance assumed so many and such diverse
powers and functions as the present (overnor
of this State. But beyond a few scattered com-
ments, which relate rather to tho questions of
good taste and judgment involved than to the
essential consideration of dangerous precedent
which the situation presents, there scems to he
not much feeling anywhere upon the subject.
People appear to he saying, * Let it go."" " Whao
cares?? and viewing the whole complication
with almost absolute indifference. In our view
of it this condition of public opinion illustrates
the perfect confidence we all feel in the stabflity
and permanence of our institutions, and the fixed
conviction that no matter to what heights per-
sonal eelfish ambition may aspire or what ftem-
porary successes it may attain, it will in the end
simply o'erleap itseif and tumble to some ridie-
ulous ending without having done any serious
damage to the general welfare,

Wao have so successfully outlived the Benedict
Arnolds and Aaron Bures and Jefferson Davises
and Boss Tweeds that we haye come to Jook
upon any effort of a single man or a ring to
grasp unukual power as rather ridiculous than
dangerous.  Instead of being awakened to a
sense of peril or feeling anything like alarm ai
the absorption of power in the hands of a schem-
ing leader or a powerful ring, we say: *“ Oh,
let them go on ; give them rape enough and they
will presently hang themselves.””  There’s a
cheerful cptimism about all this which is not
without its pleasing side. But, after all, is there
not something in the present political situation
in this Stat> which should awaken serions thought
instead of being passed over with indifference?
[t is not a particularly pleasant reflection for a

Fcitizan of the State of New-York that we are so

destitute of statesmen, so barren of competent
and intelligent men of affairs, so weak in ex-
ecutive ability and & feeble in lawmaking skill
that only one man among us is fit to be Governor
of the Stata and at the same time to represent
it in the highest legislative body in the Jand.
But that is what Mr. David B. Hill is saying
every one of thesa December days, and what wa
are all listening to, if not with perfect compla
ceney, at least without any demonstration of
condemnation or disgust.  There were other
men in his own party willing to accept the office
of United States Senator, and not less fit than
he, who could have entered upon its duties with-
out other official entanglement. But he stepped
in and took it. Not content with that, he said,
with sublime assurance: * I am so important to
the State as its Governor that 1 must continue
in that office also,” and so continues to hold both.

Not only that, but with unparalleled greed of
power and shameless audacity he has signalized
his retention of the Executive office by prosti-
tuting its functions to the basest of partisan
uses in @ high-handed attempt to force upon the
State a Legidature, not of the people’s, but of
his own choosing. Tt might be added, though
they are matters of minot consequence, that be-
sides the multifarious functions he has thus en-
grossed he has put himself in absolute control
of the organization of his party in the State, and
by unseemly interference with the preliminary
proceedings in the orgamization of the branch
of Congress of which he is not a member has
reached out for unlimited control of his party in
the Nation. In other countries a man of such
overweening conceit and overpowering ambi-
tion, with such resources as he has shown of
cumning, craft and chicanery, would be consid-
ered dangerous. There have been times when
he would have been so considered here, and
aroused public sentiment would have adminis-
tered a reproof so indignant and so forceful chat
aven he could not help feeling it through his
brazen assurance and pachydermatous conceit.
But the popular mood to-day is apparently that
of indifference, and the disposition is to * give
him rope enough.” We are not pessimists, but
we have heretofore taken occasion to say that
David B. Hill is a dangerous man ; a man to be
watched. We repeat it.

PLAIN WORDS ABOUT CHILL

There is a radical mistake made by nearly all
Democratic journals in theif treatment of the
Chilian complications, They assume that the
ill-will displayed by the Southern republic
toward the United St- ‘es is attributable to special
causes, such as th  diplomatic coursa of the
State Department at the close of the war with
Peru, the pursuit of the Itata, the naval manoeu-
vres of the American fleet and recent proceed-
ings of Minister Egan. They contend that
Chilian resentment has been caused by the over-
hearing and meddlesome conduct of the State
Department in these matters, and that when it
culminated in the assault upon the Baltimore's
men at Valparaiso Americans were simply reap-
ing what they had sown. This general view
is grounded upon misapprehension of the essen-
tial cause of Chilian hostility to the United
States,

Chili is inbabited hy the most patriotic, enter-
prising and ambitious race in South America.
It is the only nation in that quarter of the world
which has waged successful wars of conguest
and enlarged its territories at the expense of its
rivals, It is the most aggressive country in
tropical America, and has the best fighting stock
in its army and its navy. By its vietories in the
West Coast war and by the development af its
commercial marine and mining and agricultural
interests it has secured a position of prominence
in the Southern lemisphere. It is in the north-
ern balf of the continent alone that Chili has
any rival to dispute its ascendancy in the Ameri-
can family of nations. For that reason a patri-
otic and wvainglorious race distikes the United
States.  Any one who has had personal ac-
quaintance with Chilians in their own country
knows that they are inordinately jealous of the
United States. It is this feeling of jealousy
which promotes gensitiveness and irritation when-
ever the two countries are bronght into diplo-
matie relations. Chili, having no rivals whom
she fears on the West Coast, and proudly as-
serting her necendancy among the Southern je-
publics, is always disposed to cherish resentments
against the Northern Commonwealth.

This feeling was entertained by Balmaceda
no less than by the Congressional leaders who

lan now in power. A year before the clvil war

the aims of that diplomatic conference, and in
many ways revealed the national jealousy of
the United States. There had been no Itata
episode ; there had been no diplomatic contro-
versies over rights of asylum; and there had
heen no American cruisers on the West Coast of
Chili: but hostility and jealousy existed and
were plainly shown.

The United States is so pacific in its foreign
relations and so well-disposed toward all the
world that it is not easy for Americans ta be
convineced that there is a hation on this continent
that dislikes them and would be well pleased
if it ever had a chance of sending its best cruisers
north to she!l San Francisco, Nevertheless, thab
is the fact, and our people may as well recognize
it. That the feeling of resentment is not re-
turned it is almost needless to add. Americans
have every reason for liking the Chilians for
their fine qualities as a race and for their pro-
gressive tandencies as a nation. 1t ought to he
one of the chief aims of American diplomacy to
restore the friendliest possible relations with
Chili ; but in order to do this a firm, uncompro-
mising stand must be taken whenever the honor
of the United States is at stake, as it has been
in the Itata affair and in the Valparaiso out-
rages. It would ba the worst passible result, if
through weakness, timorousness and indulgence
on the part of the United States Chili should
find cause for a vainglorious feeling that it had
triumphed over its great rival. That would be
sowing dishonor, and the reaping would cdme in
a future West Coast war.

FEDERAL ELECTIONS.

No part of the President's Message is better
entitled to impartial and carnest consideration
than that in which he desciibes some of the
evils of our election system and suggests the
appointment of a commission to devise a way
of removing or mitigating them. This, subject
ought to be soberly discussed in Congress and
among the people, If the elemeonts of danger
are not removed while the times are tranquil we
may suddenly find ourselves confronted by an
emergency of the most serious character. It is
riot reasonable to trust that the future will re-
peat the fortunate escapes of the past. The pub-
lic has been singularly indifferent to the prob-
ability that perplexities and perils would arise
at some day to vex if ‘not to embroil the coun-
gry. It is only within a half dozen years that
the great question of the Presidential succession
has been settled, Numerous points relating to
the life and powers of the Electoral Colleges still
remain undetermined. 1t is conceivable, for in-
stance, that it might be a matter of the utmost
importance that the electors of a State should
be able tv reconvene and act. But it is very
doubtful if any power to reassemble and take
valid action remains to them after the College
has been onco dissolved.

The general subject of Federal elections was
impressed upon tha President’s mind by the
specific enactment of the last Michigan Legis-
jature providing for the choice of electors by
districts. It is not pretended by any one in
Michigan or elsewhero that this law was passed
in obedience to a general and deliberate con-
viction that the prevailing system was in-
trinsically bad. It was passed simply because
the Democrats who were in power in that State
saw & chance to make sure of electoral votes
which would otherwise be logt to their party.
The Constitution of the United States provides
that each Stmte shall appoint eleotors *in such
manner as the Loegislature thereof may direct,”
and, relying upon this, the Legislature of Michi-
gan directed that they should be appointed in
a manner which will insure the accomplishment
of a partisan purpose. The Democrats of Michi-
gan claim that this is a right which the Constitu-
tion gives them, Assuming that they are legally
justified—a point upon which Constitutional Jaw-
yers are not agreed—sagacious ‘and fair-minded
men must acknowledge that a piece of sharp
practice like this, reversing the custom which
has prevailed in all the States since the War
and in all the States but one for sixty years,
hased on no consideration of permanent public
welfare or convenience, but adopted merely for
the temporary advantage of a party, is danger-
ous in tendency and may become disastrous in
offect, It suggests imitation and invites re-
prisafs, threatens to plunge our Presidential elec-
tinns in confusion, and even involyves the pos-
gibility of passionate and bloody conflicts,

The probabls consequences of such a partisan
innovation are illustrated by the belief now en-
tertained by many political observers that Gov-
arnor Hill's prime motive for the course he has
recently pursued was the expectation that a
Democratic Legislature in this State would ap-
point thirty-six Democratic electors in his in-
terest. 1t is certain that nothing but distrust of
the ultimate net value to himself of such a
revolutionary pracedure would deter him from
attempting it. The conditions which the act of
the Michigan Legislature tends to impose upon
the country aro not such as patriotic citizens like
to contemplate. Whatever tricks the Constitu-
tion may bo stretched to authorize, the purpose
of that instrument was to secure a fair and
peaceful and undisputed choice of a President;
amd its spirit is vivlated Ly the adoption of de-
vices ealcalated to promote fraud, contention and
uncertainty. ‘The President is right when he
declares that uniformity in the method of choos-
ing electors is most desirable. That is not mere-
ly the conviction of an individual or of a party.
It is fair to say that it is the conviction of the
whale American people,  Different methods
ware abandoned ono after another by the States,
as experience proved their defecls, until the
principle of unitormity became embodied in uni-
versal practice. To revert now to the old di-
versity is to surrender an important clement of
National security. Upon this and other con-
siderations suggested by the President’s signifi-
cant warning and recommendation we shall com-
ment further at another time,  And we hope that
the whole subjert will be taken up and discussed
dispassionately by the pras and by Congress.

NO OCCASION FOR SECRECY,

A few weeks ago onr sister city, Brooklyn, was
face to face with an appalling disaster. A seii-
ous break occurred in the conduit through which
its entire water supply is carvied, and for a day
and a balf an absolute water famine was not
only imminent but actunl,  Fortupately, the
break was sufficiently repaired within the periosd
named to permit the flow of water to be resumed.
Now, the cause of this accident and the respon-
sibility for it constitute one of the most important
and interesting questions that can be presented
far the consideration of the people of Brooklyn.
As is altogether proper, the Commbssioner of City
Works has, after long deliberation, engaged
three eminent engineers, unconnected with his
department, to make an investigation, and their
work has already begun.  There §s no doubt of
the competency of Messrs. Fieley, Worthen and
Martin for this task, and whatever conelusions
they may arrive at will be accepted by the com-
munity without hesitation.

But what reason is there why all the processes
of the investigation should not be thrown open
to the public? Why should not all the witnesses

lief that the crushing of the conduit was the
direct result of the fact that the contractors were
allowed to pile unlimited quantities of sand on
it from their adjacent excavation, and that they
were permitted to do this through either cdre-
Jessness or complacence on the part of the De-
partment, of'City Works. The public has a right
to know all the facts; it ought not to be con-
tent merely with the eonclusions which the
engineers arrive at upon those facts. If Mayor
Chapin had any public spirit, he would Insist at
once upon having this investigation held with
wide-open doors. But the insensibility which he
has shown as respects public opinion, especially
in holding fast to the Mayoralty after accepting
a seat in Congress, seems to make an appeal to
him hopeless. But City Works Commissioner
Adams ought to feel a strong desire to improve
his position in the eyes of the community. He
has heen badly discredited by the water-works
accident. A simple request from him would in-
ducel the expert engineers to change their policy
in this matter. Will not his failure to speak it
inevitably lead to the conclusion that he fears
tHe result of a free and open investigation?
THE DISTRESSED FARMER'S BILL.

While Senator Peffer and others are engaged
in loading down the Sepate and the House with
bills for the relief of agricultural distress, it might
be well to glance at dertain other bills of much
more practical value to the farmer, namely, the
"bills he has presented and been paid, for products
sold within a few months. It is true, only a
faint conception of the magnitude of these bills
can he formed from commercial statistics, be-
cause these cover only recorded receipts at very
few points. The Boards of Trade and other
commercial bodies at the North are content with
records of receipts of grain at only nine Western
points, and scarcely’ any records are obtainable
of receipts of cattle and hogs, while of the sales
of farmers to local traders, elevators, and dealers
not for shipments through the chief centres there
is no record whatever.

Yot the bills which the farmer has presented
for grain alone, and only through the dealers of
nine Western cities, are of considerable magni-
tude. Then when the receipts of cotton alone
at the few out-ports and at thirty-one interior
towns since September 1 are added, without
making any account for other Southern farm
products, the amount already paid to the farmers
is found to be large indeed. Taking the farm
prices as they have just heen reported by the
Agricultural Department, and the recorded re-
ceipts at nine points for grain from August 1 to
December 5, and at points above named for
cotton from September 1 to December 11, the
farmer's bill would read substantially thus :

The People to the Farmer, Dr.
Quantities. Farm Prices, Value,

Wheat, bushels. .12 5.0 cents  ®108,651,650
vorn, bushels.... 15,430,390
crnts, Lushels 14,620,654
Burley, bush 570 f B, 5T, 44
Rye, bushels...... 11,170,808 77.4 cents 8,652,728
Cotton, Laled..... 5,306,614 $36.50 106,074,411

s oo e+ B303,508,087
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The distressed farmer already has had his pay
for these products at least, and for other products
in the aggregate probably worth about as much
more. His distress appears to be of a rather
unusual type. Manufacturers and merchants
generally have to sell on credit, but the farmer
sells for cash, if indeed much of the price has
not been previously advanced to him in goods
or money. Within four months he has taken in
more cash than any other branch of trade in the
United States takes in during an entire year, and
has recéved better prices than usual for the best
crops ever grown, and yet his professed defend-
ers in Cdngress insist that his great distress
neads immediate legislative relief,

No doubf it is true that a considerable part
of the money the farmer has received has gone
to pay debts. A great many farmers owed some-
thing on their farms, and have been paying off
mortgages this year. Whether they were wise
in buying more land than they could pay for is
another question. Many other farmers have
borrowed money to pay their hands, or to pay
for implements und machinery, or had run in
debt for suppiies to support their hands. Whether
it would not have been wiser for them had they
saved some working capital for such purposes
and bought a little less land is another question.
But it is plain enough that the farmer has sold
this year enough products already to clear off
a vast body of indebtedness, and, moreover, he
haa harely begun to sell, since the products yet
to be sent to market include more than three
times as much wheat, more than fifty times as
much corn, and fifteen times as much oats as he
has yet marketed. IHis bill thus far covers only
part of what he has found time to market in
four busy months before the closing of roads
and the lakes by winter. And the rest of his
bill will arrive after a tima.

The only real relief for the farmer reaches
him when he has good markats and fair prices
for his products. This year hé has been helped
by a bountiful season, helped by an industrial
policy which has built up a multitude of factories
and mills crowded with workers who consume
his products, helped by Reciprocity which opens
better markets abroad, and hdlpad by the mis-
[ortunes of agriculture in other countries. The
vast network of railroads all over the West is
so crammed with cars engaged in moving the
farmers’ products that the blockade is called a
car famine by merchants, and over 20,000 new
cars have been ordered within two weeks by only
a few of the railroads. Relief for the farmer
comes when the rolling wheels of a million cars
take his products to market, and not from the
speeches or billé of those who talk about his dis-
Lress.

SOME MYSTERIES EXPLAINED.

The number of strange disappearances reported
in the press during the past few months is
something remarkable. It has reached the pass
that we think no more of reading each morging
of the mysterious disappearance of a prominent
business or professional man in some part of the
country than we do of seeing the account of the
weath of the oldest Freemason or of the youngest
suldier of the late wor. We are in the widst of
an epidemic of disappearance, and though many
men like Wizgins, Pefler, Dyrenforth, and such
folks, who ought to disappear, do not, others are
constantly going. There is a reason for every-
thing. There wmust be s reason for this, We
believe that we have struck on the correct ex-
planation of these disappearances, It is nothing
more nor less, we believe, than a conspiracy on
the part of the sleeping-car porters of the country.
These unfortunate men who have dropped out of
sight have been shut in upper berths by the
porters and left to their fate,

Early last fall we noted the case of a
sleeping-car porter in Alabama who had been
Iynched.  He had not done anything in particular
mwore than any porter is always doing, but there
happened to be a determined lot of passengers
on the train—the style of men who made up the
Boston Tea Party, for instance—and when they
came to the tall timber they eignalled the en-
gineer to stop, cut off twenty feet of the bell
rope and took the porter out and lynehed him,
We suspected st the time that the porters of the
country would take o terrible reveuge, yet did
not anticipate anything worse than the putting
of u still cheaper quality of molasses in their shoe
blacking. But it seems that they determined to

put down the mutiny among the passengers with

is hooked into a hole in the back of
the accidental closing of the

Bt when o large colored man
with & dark hand and white eyes unhooks this
ball, and, after carefully removing any valuables,
bunts the berth shut with his head, how Is a
man going to get out? In point of fact he
isn't going to get out at all. When a man is
in the county jail there is always a good chance
that he will get out—that is, if be is guilty—
but the man in the closed upper berth stands
no show whatever, - Still there must bhe scores

of men in this country who are to-day thus
There is not much room in an

thus preventing
elevated berth.

bottled up.
upper berth when it is open—what must it bhe
when it is shut ?
let us not,at this season of holiday
rejolting torget onr brethren who are hermetically
gealed in upper berths by the avenging
hand of the porter. We should say, indeed,
hout it. What

that something ought to be done a
does the new Democratic House say to this out-
rage on the people? WIIL it rise up and open
these upper berths and release these prisoners ?
We hope so. We can't see that a Democratie

House could be better employed.

Milwaukee is bidding in earnest for the Demo-
oratia National Convention. The zeal of her
citizens in the campaign is matched only by the
tact and insight into the elefients of the problem
displayed in their choice of means to win the
Democratic magnates’ favor. It will be an im-
pressive sight te sec a “ hooming” committee of
100 marching upon the Executive Committee
fn Washington, all * dressed in dark clothes with
cream-colored trimmings.”  But this is merely
their preliminary argument in the convention con-
test. The real substance of Milwaukee's brlef
will be disclosed when the carload of beer for
frea distribution, which the leading brewers of
the city are preparing to send, is opened ond
applied te the understandings of the Democratio
committeemen. That this will be u signal of
victory can hardly be doubted by studénts of
Democratio political history.  The other cities
who seek the company of the Democratic Con-
ventlon next summer must find some more cogeut
inducement than any they have yet put for-
ward, Milwaukee is fighting to win,

—_———

The explanation of a mysterious sear on Gov-
ernor Hill's neck is timely. Except for an offi-
cinl assurance to the contrary it might have been
taken for the brand of Cain.

—————

We regret to notice the silence of the free-trade
press reaptcting the reciprocity treaty with (rer-
many and the negotiations now practically con-
eliuded with the British sugar islands. The sub-
ject does mot seem to interest them. Of course,
the advantages of these commercial arrangements
are so unmistakable that we would not expect
free-trade editors to argue that either American
exporting interests or the foreign consumers, who
are to have cheaper food, will suffer from the
work of the State Department. But they gen-
erally feel at liberty to assume the constitutional-
ity of the Reciprocity amendment, and to charge
the State Department with foul play on the
strength of strictly private and confidential in-
formation in their possession. We cannot under-
stand their sedf-restraint on this occasion.

——

Senator I'roctor's valuable experienc in the
Wur Department is already showing itself in his
new ofee. He has introduced a bill to promote
{he administration of justice in the army. Of
course any measure on this subject emanating from
such a source is entitled to special consideration,
and Senator Proctor will be in a position to ad-
vocate it with fuller and exacter knowledge
than any one else.

—_——

Mr. Henry W. Enight; a prominent Methodist
layman of this eity, says that Methodista are
neglecting their duties, especially in the large
cities, This is a somewhat harsh way of putting it.
It is & fact that Methodism does not show the
same relative increase in the large citles that
some other denominations show. It seems to
flourish most in the country and in the smaller
towns, Bat this is due to its neculiar ecclesiastical
character and organization, rather than to any
failure on the part of its members in the great
cities to do their duty. In fact, the Methodist
laity in the large cities are among the
most, enlightened and progressive members of the
Chureh, and, as every one knows, the best preach-
ers of the denomination take their turn in minister-
ing to the churches in the large cities. If, in spite
of these facts, and in spite of its faithful and
valliant efforts to maintain itself, Methodism is
declining in the large centres of population, it
miuss be hecause there is something in the system
of Methodism that makes it less sueccessful than
other religious bodies in coping with the com-
plex problems of urban life.

—_——

If the authorship of Governor Hill's Elmira
speech is to remain a mystery until somebody
comes forward to elaim it, and if the author ever
does yearn for recognition, the chances are vhat
he will have to reprint the speech at his own ex-
pense in order that the public may know what it
s that he is ¢laiming.

—————

In the British West Indies there is a low tariff
on clothing, haberdashery, shoes, and every line
of manufactures which the English residents there
import. Then there is a high tariff on all the
American food products and necessities, of life
which the population require. The luxuries are
cheapened for the benefit of English manufactur-
ers and colonists; and the price of neceasities is
raisad %o as to make the food of the negroes denr
and to shift the finpneial burden of supporting
the Government upon exports from the American
market, where the bulk of the produce of the
islands is sold. Reciprocity is smashing this pe-
culinr evstem of English free trade.

E—

The Board of Park Commiissioners will be ealled
upon to-day to consider the petition of the Nuval
Reserve Association to be allowed the use of Cas-
tle Garden as an armory. [No better home could
he imagined for the Naval Reserve] now a home-
less organization, than Castle Garden, The strategic
value of the position of the old fort is beyond ques-
tlon.  The advisability of having some militia
organization domiciled in the lower part of the
city can sdmit of little doubt. The petition is
indorsed by men whose names caninot fail to earry
welght, and it is difleult to see on what grounds
it can be refused. It probably wITl not be.  The
Naval Reserve is o most popular organization, and
the members of the Park Board are men whose
intelligrnee will at onee enable them to seo the
adaptability of Castle Garden for the purposes of
the Naval Reserve, and the advantages of having
the Naval Reserve domieiled there,

e

It is broadly intimated that the milk in the eo-
eoanut as respects the disturbance of the Munie.
ipal (Civil Service Commission is that Tammuny
Hall thinks iteell ertitled to the three vacany
police surgeonships. Of course, then, Tammany
doesn't want any Civil Service examination to in-
terfere with its distribution of so much spoils.
The idea peems to be to postpone the examinstions
already announced until the Legislature can have
a chance to take these comfortable life places out
of the line of competition. It Is & nice little
Tammany scheme, and, we are bound to say, an
eminently characteristic one, But is it likely that s
Republiean Senate will do anything to help it

along ?
— e

There is yet needed to complete the Washin
Arch the sum of $21,003, some unexprcteda:-nan-
penses having been incurred in the progress of
the work. Of thissamount, $4,000 is wanted at
once, in arder to complete a ogrtain portien of

. PERSONAL.
Genernl Botler continues to make steady
rd’ recovery, but it {s slow work, ‘“m

not able to leave lls house,
Ex-Scnator Wallnce, of Pennsylvania, whe
obliged to make an assignment some months

m.wrmwmmhﬁtutﬁmcum
has vacaled the assignment, and che man
hs property now returns to his own ‘.

Dr. M. N. Cornelius, pastor of the Eaitern

offers of salnries much
from other cithes, allhohur
but Mitle more than & year.
Van Dygk, the Wagnerian tenor, s only
old. When he went to Parls In 1833 & way
Journalism, althongh he was fond of musie,
soon became attached to the stafl of “La
happened one evening that Vidal's cantata
ormed ot the French Hal,
“'mum. With fear u:lw o
Dyck agreed to sing the role, and his success
dhtermined his future carees. But during most of
time sinece then he has devoted hi malnly
Wagner's music, :
It has been mentioned in The Tribune already thed
Speaker Crisp {5 the son of an actor and actress, A
few months after his birth his parents played an en.
gagement In Boston. This was in the summer of 1848,
and the opening play ‘was “The Rivals," Mr,
character was Bob Acres, and he 1s sald to have flleg
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It well,  Mrs, Crisp is well pemembered for her exoalleny
personation of Meg Merrilies. In fact, In the several
parts for which were cast, they sucoesded i

making & favorable impression. Anocther son,
Fﬂnp. also went on the and became well known
n

stage,
Boston and New-York. He was oMer than Charles p,

Fran Dr. FEmily Kempin, who s well remambared iy
{his country since her tour here & year 0go, has made g
fresh attempt to seoure a license to lecture on Interns.
tonal Jaw in the University of Zurch,  The Faculty of
Jurisprudence consented provided that she Senats of
the University should ratify the arrangement. But ber
application was refused by the latter body, this
b;pg vote of 19 t 10. These odds, hoyrm, a
noit ae great as those of three Years ago, when a similay
proposal was acted npon, The objection was not per.
sonal to Dr. Kempin, but was made to the admisson
of women us academical teachers.

THE TALK OF THE DAY '

gays an official of the Hirsch Fund In this cliy : Yoy
would bte surprised at the progress made by the fird
of the unfortunates who came to this country assisieg
by Daron Hirsch three months aga if you cared to look
Into the matter, There were about 200 in the firsd
bateh, and they remalned here in New-York, although
w few of them went to the West, Those who remained
here had little or nothing, and they were provided
with the bare vecessaries as they required them. They
wers men without any experience or knowledge be
yond those thay prevalled in ltussia, but within 3
month only one or two applied for any of the benefils
of the fund, and now all of them are self-supporting
and apperently in a felr way to what undoubtedly
must seem to them to be real prosperity. Some of
these unfortunates become makers of clothing, others
pedlers, and one or two secmed places In largs
wholesale establishments as porters and the lika.
The remainder took what came to hand, and are supe
porting thelr Jarge families by theiwr own efforts.®

A few days before Thanksgiving a gentleman asked
& prominent broker In Wall Street If it was a bull
market, *Of course It is a bull market” :&uﬂ the
broker, “don’t you know that on next Thur v thers
will be 40,000 ministers preaching bnll sermons!®
We do not advise our ministertal friends on the strea
of this remark to begin estimating the money valus
of thelr optimism, but the broker's joke rulws the
query whether all sermons gught not to ba bul
sermons.—Congregationallst.

The Princess May Vietoria, whose father, by the
way, used to Lo called the Duke of Tick, becauss of his
impecunlosity, s, according to “ The Boston Transcript,"
a good-natured, spunky young person of respectable
middle-class appearance, whose halr (s not dressed as
English young women and New-England young womea
of good family are accustomed to dress theirs, but la
the mueh-frizzed, curied and brought-down-on-the
{orehead way which Is fashionable in Vienna and 64
Louls.

After the Ball.—She—Has papa asked you abumi
your lnqorue?

He~Yes.
she—And you told him that little b about the larm

salary !

He—Yes,

She—I'm so glnd.

He—Well, I'm sorry. He borrowed 850 from me ol
the spot.—(Smith, Gray & Co.’s Monthly.

“(0ld Professor Lowel] Mason,” says a gossiper ia
“The Boston Courler,” *possessed a rich fund of
humor and was very popular with young people, and
the reliearsals of his large cloir of nearly a hundred
singers he always made attractive by his apt I1lus
trations and pleasant talk. In my younger days I
was a member of his Winter-st. choir. One evening
the old gentleman appeared unusually serious and an
nounced that he had & grievance to relate. Sald he:
] have lately missed from rehearsal several of my
best female volces, Upon personal inquiry I have
ascertalned thaf they have kept away becanse they
had to go home alone after rehearsals, Now I have
to =ay, shame on you young men! What's the matter
with you?! Haven't you the manliness to stap up and
offer your company ! Remember you are not ‘popplng
the question,’ hut doing & dutiful action. Don’t for
get to be gentlemen! This is all T havs to say. s
almost needless to add that the girls did not go homd
beauless after that. e was & jolly old soul, as many
of our old Boston boys will attest.”

A Lucid Interval. (Things ane would rather have
expressed  differently.)--Doctor—How s tha pat

this morning !

Nurse—Well e has been wandering & good deal
in his mind. Early this merning T heard him saf,
“iwWhat an old woman that doctor is!"—and 1 hink
thnt was about the last really ratlopal remark
made.—{London Punch,

The Christmas numbers of our neighbors, “ Puck®
and “Judge,” are excellent this year, and alter Jaok-

Ing them over one finds [t hard to say which
But they both show many vidence

Is the better.
of improvement over previous lssues.
A smart little woman got into the strect-car the
It lay as sull

other duy with a baby in her arms.
as @ lamb.  Boon, however, it changed Its couise.

1t began a loud tune. The mother took the baby
and stood it stralght np in her lap. It yeiled jush

e same. She hugged It to her bosom. It
right along. she stroked it and soothed 1L
louder yells. She boxed its ears. Prolonged
spasmaodic yells.

Shoe then changed her plans, She clearsd a space
all around, set the baby down, loosened the
about 1ts neck, gave It plenty of room and the
in her most persuasive tone:

“ Now, dea Iet 1L go ns loud =5 you can.*

Haby never uttereyl a sound.

“1 thoughl you wouldn't,” she said,

She took it up in her lap, the gentismen resumed
ti:r'ir seats, and the car trundled on.—(Arkansaw Traf:
eler,

A THOROUGHLY NON-PARTISAN MATTER.
From The Boston Journal,
Secretary Foster expresses o sentiment which will
be echoed by the grent body of the American
when he says that if there ever was u question w
ought to be trented independently of perty polities,
Is that of immigration.

—_—

TIE TESTIMONY OF AN EXPERT.
From The Bostan Heruld.

Thers doosn't seem to be any question that Mr
springer, of llinols, |s the man to lend the Democraté
It Congress. Mr. springer, of llinols, int'mates -
much himself, i

THE TARIFF ON WORKS OF ART.

From The Chicago News,

Every Amorican citlgen who values art cultuty
should lend Mis support o Ule movement to &

the tarlft on art objects, The development of M.

foud mrt must necessarily for many years be dependen

upon Old World ideals. To subject the old masters
to ‘Nordid taxation and {0 curb the aspirations of

struggting Amerlean artists s a publie dlsgmee
monstrous for defence on any material grounds.
.—_—’———'—
RETTER OFF, THOUGIH, THAN NEXT MONTH.
From The St. Louls Globe-Democrat.

New-York is w pretty goodsized State, bul it will
have only one Senator, ?1. 15 understood, during the fred

month of the sesslof of Congress,

ALAS, TOO TRUE!
From The Doston Herald,

Mr. Reod observes that the Democrats in Congress
Dt iy the °“°"&""i“'u¥"°h.?"§‘l‘u‘.‘ﬂ‘. h’n‘&
’ rocalls (he remark o g i«
L et : - Go wnd soo what the baby 1s 40Iog
und tell him he mustn't.”
e
DOES AMBITION MAKE COWARDS!
From The Clleago Inter-Ocean.
G would the part
oot clevennd o vevr, vy 0, 200 %
afrald (o open his the crimse



